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= We'll Send You a oS 
~ SAMPLE CHAIR—On Approval — 











Y ddd py - We take the risk. We know. a 
Z eae Y ~ that our Assembly Chair has  — 
Ge se Gg ‘solved the seating problem 

Y Box 1 Gg ~ for so many public bodies, 

Uy ee ZY - clubs, schools, etc. You may 

ZY HASTINGS ZY “see one, check its quality, 

ZY yet ; By test its strength and comfort, — 

Z es Y WITHOUT COST TO YOU. 


S 
\“ 





The Assembly Chair 
IT STACKS 


More and more Meeting Halls, # 
Dance Halls, Club Rooms, etc., 4 
throughout the country are ¢ 
using Furnware Chairs, the 
greatest value to-day in com- 
fort seating that will withstand 
the racket of hard public usage ~ 
and keep on standing it — at 
very moderate cost. Prices and 
details on application. 


=Solve the Seating Problem with 
Assembly Chairs THAT STACK. 
Strong, serviceable, stackable. & 
Prompt delivery. Sample to inspect 
at our expense. Shaped plywood 
seat and back, baked enamei finish 
on steel. See A 


Send for Illustrated Price List 
of Office Desks and Chairs. — 


FURNITURE & WOODWARE LTD. 
Box 1, HASTINGS ) 


They nest 

also when 

“ganged 
up’ in 
groups 
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HINTS ON THE INDOOR GAME 








WITH the indoor bowls season for 1958 practically concluded, it is 
fitting that I should end this series of hints with a few further remarks 
on sportsmanship. I am actuated to this because of a letter signed 
“Sporting Chance”, Dunedin, criticising my hints contained in the 





August number. 


If indoor bowls is to continue as 
sport, there is no room for the 
“Sporting Chance” type—the win 
at any cost, the basher who, out- 
played by skill, attempts to turn 
the game into skittles, the very last 
thing indoor bowls was meant 
to be. 

With such an approach, it is not 
at all surprising that anything that 
savours of skill, fairness, sports- 
manship, is “stupid”, and its ad- 
vocacy so much “drivel’—the terms 
are his. 

As one of the founders of the 
New Zealand Indoor Bowls 
Federation and one of the formula- 
tors of the rules governing the 
sport, I am greatly concerned lest 
men lacking sportsmanship should 
dominate the sport. It was early 
realised by my colleagues that if 
the sport became so dominated, it 
would die an early death. 


Steps were therefore taken 
to ensure that there should be 
at least a semblance of sports- 
manship even where the win- 
at-any-cost motive was lying 
close to the surface. 


Graduated penalties were im- 
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posed against taking the jack off 
the mat. 

We failed, however, to take into 
account the basher, the player who 
went full tilt at an opponent’s 
bowl and jack with his own first 
bowl (first and second in pairs and 
rinks), there being no penalty for 
taking the jack off in those cases. 

Many so-called sportsmen in- 
dulged their bashing proclivities to 





The Fifth of a Series 
by “Old Hand” 





extreme lengths. We had to lose 
no time in legislating against this 
form of bashing or see the sport 
itself bashed out of existence, in- 
stead of remaining a sport of high 
skill. We succeeded to a limited 
extent by imposing a penalty on 
all kills and declaring the end so 
killed as an end played. 

But we have not yet succeeded 
in putting finish to the unsports- 
manship of the “Sporting Chance” 
advocacy. The type, that is, that 
has been so badly beaten by the 

[OVER 


Page 1 


THE INDOOR GAME (Contd.): 


skill of an opponent that he tries 
to ruin the element of skill. 

He prefers to concede maxi- 
mum points rather than try 
to cut down the deficit with a 
draw or an up shot. Some- 
times, of course, a jack will be 
taken off, but such was not the 
real sportsmanship’s intention. 





I have always held that the 
penalty for taking the jack off 
should equal the number of points 
an opponent is known to be up on 
the head before the bash accom- 
plished the kill. The present maxi- 
mum penalty is three. 

Am I to believe that “Sporting 
Chance” at least has some tincture 
of sportsmanship as an indoor 
bowler when he says, “I agree that 
there is skill in drawing the shot 
when the jack is surrounded by 
other bowls’? Unfortunately, how- 
ever, he appears not to have the 
courage to test his skill; for, be- 
lieve me, it takes both courage and 
skill to play the draw shot in such 
a position, or the up-shot of just 
the right pace and green. 


I have not said anything 
against playing a drive or up- 
shot “to clear the head”. Nor 
have I criticised the effort “to 
open up the head by the best 
possible means”. 


And I have nothing to say 
against the player who can “hit a 
certain bowl with a drive or up- 
shot and so lessen the score’. What 
I am most decidedly criticising is 
the “deliberate attempt to kill the 
end”. 

When “Sporting Chance” says 
that “the player who can hit a 
certain bowl with a drive or up- 
shot” is not only playing with a 
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high degree of skill but is as fine 
a sport as any draw player’, he is, 
to quote his own term, talking 
“ariel”. 

The only skill such a player is 
displaying is a straight eye for 
bashing and a natural aptitude for 
it. If he had the same skill as the 
drawing player, he would not be 
in the position of succumbing to 
the temptation to bash to save 
himself from almost certain defeat. 
Far from displaying skill, the 
basher is merely trying to negative 
the skill of his drawing opponent. 

“Sporting Chance” says that 
“every player is out to win in any 
sport’. That is perfectly true. But 
there are ways and ways. There is 
such a thing as the spirit of the 
game; he might get his ideas 
straight if he asked himself the 
question honestly: What really is 
the sport of indoor bowls meant to 
be? Was it instituted for the ex- 
clusive purpose of a display of 
quiet skill, with the draw shot as 
the basis, or was it for the express 
purpose of giving the basher-type a 
night out? 


It can, I think, be reason- 
ably argued that a penalty is 
given for taking the jack off 
the mat because it is the 
equivalent of illegal (according 
to the rules) play in other 
sports. oe 


Unfortunately, the sportsman— 
the one who takes the jack off 
the mat quite by accident in play- 
ing a skilled shot—must suffer for 
the necessity to legislate against 
the unsporting players. 

As for “Sporting Chance’s” in- 
sult of “this supposedly experi- 
enced player’, may I say, in all 
modesty, that I have won cham- 
pionship events without having to 
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Arthur Benjamin as 
Keen as Ever 


ONE of the keenest men on the 
West Coast for his game of bowls 
is Arthur Benjamin, of the Hoki- 
tika club. Although he has played 
bowls for almost 50 years, he is as 
enthusiastic as ever and intends to 
compete again this season. He 
recently celebrated his  eighty- 
seventh birthday. 


Mr. Benjamin is a foundation member 
of the Hokitika club and during his term 
of membership with this club he has 
been in the West Coast champion four 
three times. 

His interests do not lie solely in bowls, 
however. He is still a very keen supporter 
at Rugby matches. He travelled from 
Hokitika to Christchurch to see _ the 
second test match between the All Blacks 
and Australia. His interest in Rugby goes 
back to before the turn of the century, 
when he played senior Rugby for the 
West Coast. He is believed to be the only 
surviving member of the first North versus 
South Island fixture in 1897. 

Mr. Benjamin was a full-back of more 
than average ability and, as well as taking 
part in the inter-island match, played 
against the touring Australian team in 
1895. 

He was also a successful cricketer on 
the West Coast and was wicket-keeper for 
that province against an early English 
touring side. 

Mr. Benjamin is a justice of the peace 
and served as coroner for several years 
before he retired at the age of 75. 
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resort to “bashing” and very rarely 
found a situation in which the 
day could not have been saved 
with a draw shot or a skilled up- 
shot. And my opinion remained 
the same, even when my skill was 
not equal to the occasion. 
(Concluded) 
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DR. AUSTIN MOVES 
TO DUNEDIN 


Dr. R. E. AUSTIN, senior vice-president 
of the New Zealand Bowling Association, 
who was manager of the New Zealand 
team at the Vancouver Empire Games 
and is widely known as one of the leading 


personalities in the administration of 
the game, has taken up residence in 
Dunedin. 


His services to the Cromwell Club and 
all others throughout Central Otago were 





honoured at the annual meeting of the 
Central Otago Centre, and at an array of 
other occasions before the popular “Doc” 
set about moving house. 

His presence in Dunedin no doubt will 
facilitate some of his various duties 
within the national association. And, of 
course, he will be within a hop, step and 
jump—almost—of his old haunts where 
the Clutha and Kawarau rivers blend 
their mighty flow down to the sea. 


There is one thing about a woman who 
marries a bowler—she always knows 
where to find him. 
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— OFFICIAL SECTION — 


(The Contents of this Section are Supplied by 
THE N.Z. BOWLING ASSOCIATION) 


Unauthorised Tournaments 

Considerable concern has been 
caused by the proposal of the 
Napier Centennial Committee to 
conduct an open mixed fours 
tournament on a national basis in 
November as part of the celebra- 
tions of the city’s centenary. 
Neither the East Coast Women’s 
Centre nor the Hawkes Bay Centre 
of this Association would take part 
in this project, which is contrary 
to the rules and policy of both 
national bowling bodies. 

The men’s Centre at Hawkes 
Bay will hold a “centennial” 
tournament at Christmas, and no 
doubt the women’s Centre will 
stage some special feature. It is, 
however, incredible to think that 
a non-bowling organisation, with 
no clubs and no bowling greens, 
should have the temerity to organ- 
ise a national bowling tournament. 
Its advertising “posters”, modelled 
exactly on the form common to 
most Centre tournaments, require 
“regulation” costume to be worn 
(without saying whose regulations) 
and promise “prize certificates” to 
winners and runners-up in addi- 
tion to the listed trophies. 

Perhaps the most regrettable 
feature is the statement that green 
accommodation is available for 152 
teams, suggesting that local clubs 
have already promised their greens 
and premises for this unlawful 
purpose. 

In spite of this Association’s an- 
nounced disapproval of the pro- 
ject, supported by the ruling bowl- 
ing authorities of the district, the 
women’s and men’s_ bowling 
Centres, the organisers have had 
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what can only be described as the 
“impudence” to send to all Centres 
a parcel of posters and the neces- 
sary postage stamps, with a circular 
request to Centre secretaries to 
forward a copy to each of our 
affiliated clubs. 

The Administration Committee 
had no alternative but to telegraph 
all Centre secretaries requesting 
that the posters and stamps be re- 
turned to the source from which 
they came. 

By co-incidence, the Association’s 
junior vice-president, Mr. A. G. 
Brown, was with the Association 
secretary at the time the posters 
were delivered and on the follow- 
ing day the president, Mr. H. N. 
Hunt, arrived in Dunedin. The 
action of the Administration Com- 
mittee thus had the prompt en- 
dorsement of the principal officers 
and members of the executive of 
the Association. The matter at 
stake in this instance goes far be- 
yond the mere question of “mixed 
bowling”. 


“Composite” Fours 


A number of inquiries has been 
received, not only by the Tourna- 
ment secretary, but also by the 
Association secretary, as to the 
interpretation and effect of the 
amended provisions of the Third 
Schedule relating to the composi- 
tion of teams for Association 
‘Tournaments. ‘The amended re- 
eulations appear in some cases 
even to be causing concern. 

In the frst place, there appears 
to be little need for any “inter- 
pretation” of the provisions. They 
seem quite clear and understand- 
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HOW ENDS MEET IN AUSTRALIA! 


2? ? ? ? Bowling Club. Net profit for year, £7,180. 


Dreaming? Not on your life. That figure is taken from the profit and 
loss account of a bowling club with only 222 members—and their annual 


subscription is only £3 10s. 
Still mystified? 
We'll tell you. It is the profit for 
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able. In the second place, they were 
designed not so much to amend 
the existing regulations as to 
clarify obvious ambiguities. 

‘They represent in fact the state 
of affairs that has, in the opinion 
of at least one National ‘Tourna- 
ment Committee, always been the 
rule and the position. This has not 
necessarily been the interpretation 
placed on the old wording by other 
committees and tournament ad- 
ministrators. The Council has, 
therefore, seen fit to set the posi- 
tion out more clearly. If the new 
reading does affect some would-be 
competitors and teams, it appears 
just that these must have been 
fortunate in the past in the privi- 
leges extended to them. 


New Clubs 


While the rate of applications 
for affiliation of new clubs has 
dwindled considerably over the 
past few years, it is pleasing to see 
some annual additions to the 
ranks. Latest to join is the Okai- 
awa club of ‘Taranaki Centre, 
while an application has just been 
made through Waikato-Thames 
Valley for affiliation of the Edge- 
cumbe club. 

This brings the total number of 
affiliated clubs to the round 600. 

Comparative figures over the last 
20 years are: 

Year 1938, 372 clubs; 1948, 449; 
1958, 600. 
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the Tenterfield Bowling Club (in 
Australia), which was visited re- 
cently by a private party of New 
Zealand bowlers. 


Membership dues for the club come 
to £746 2s. 9d. Green fees total 
£375 2s. And the net profit from the 
trading account tallies £10,991 14s. 5d. 


Unlike New Zealand, as most New Zea- 
land bowlers know, clubs in Australia are 
licensed and have a _ considerable bar 
trade. Besides this, in the State of New 
South Wales, most clubs operate ‘“one- 
armed bandits’—otherwise poker or fruit 
machines. 

These machines are bought by the 
clubs, which pay an annual licence fee 
to the State Government. The fee is kept 
in a separate account and all the money 
obtained from this gambling licence is 
spent on hospitals. 

Many bowlers who read this will have 
had experience with gambling machines 
in other countries overseas as well as 
Australia. Perhaps they finished as losers. 
Probably they did. So it may give them 
some feeling of delayed satisfaction to 
learn that in New South Wales the 
gambling machines are so geared that 
they return 60 per cent. of takings to 
the punter. 


Of course, with their bar trade and 
gambling machines, most Australian 
clubs are in a sound financial posi- 
tion. Tenterfield, for instance, has 
capital assets to the value of £31,666, 
and it cannot be rated a large club. 
Coogee club, in Sydney, has a club 

house which cost about £42,000, and the 
Lismore club, which is fairly newly estab- 
lished, showed a profit of £4,000 last 
year. 


[Calling all New Zealand club treasurers: 
“How do you feel now?”] 
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New Zealanders had Fine Time 


Sydney, Newcastle, Coffs Har- 
bour, Grafton, Lismore, Brisbane, 
Bundaberg, “Toowoomba, Armi- 
dale, Tamworth. 

Sounds like a grand tour of Aus- 
tralia. 

It is. Or, rather, it was. 

Those names up top are only 
half the places visited recently by 
a party of 21 men and five women 
bowlers from New Zealand. 


Next time you are out on the 
ereen, with the season just under 
way, and you hear a rather sun- 
burnt chap start talking of the 
magnificent green at Gympie or 
the excellent club-house facilities 
at Taree, then you'll know he was 
a member of the team which toured 
New South Wales and Queensland 
with the blessing of the N.Z.B.A. 
and on certain conditions laid 
down by it. 

One of the stalwarts of the party was 
Harry Carter, of Dunedin, who told “The 


In Australia 


New Zealand Bowler’ that 2,700 miles 
were covered by coach on a trip which 
allowed the party to play in many of 
the medium population and_= smaller 
towns in the two States, and also allowed 
ample opportunity to see something of 
the grand Australian countryside. 

A total of 34 games was scheduled, and 
only one had to be abandoned—because 
of rain. (The New Zealand cricketers in 
England could have done with such 
weather.) 

The results of those games? 


Hospitality 


None of the party seems to have 
bothered much about the final. tallies. 
Suffice to say that all had a great time, 
and found the Australian hospitality out- 
standing. 


In the Newcastle district, where the 
party spent a week, the local associa- 
tion gave preference to recently 





THE EAST LISMORE BOWLING CLUB, at Lismore in New South Wales, 
typical of Australian clubs’ palatial amenities. 
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formed clubs to act as hosts to the 





Kiwis. And these clubs, according to 
the visitors, really excelled themselves 





in hospitality and attention. 





When reviewing his memories of the 
tour, Harry said he had found that in 
most of the smaller towns the bowling 
club was the social centre for the com- 
munity. Besides being the meeting place 
for bowlers, it was often used for club 
dances and by other organisations such 
as choral and repertory societies. 

Transport was almost invariably 
arranged in private cars, not only to 
take members of the New Zealand party 
to the clubs but to allow them to sec 
something of the countryside. By these 
means many of the Kiwis managed to 
visit the Broken Hill Proprietary Steel 
Works, dockvards, sugar-cane plantations, 
pineapple, orange, banana, and peanut 
plantations, and many other farms. 

One unforgettable experience was to 
inspect a pineapple farm “somewhere in 
Queensland”. This was located on a very 
steep hill. The local farmers provided 
four jeeps to convey the party to the 
desired locale. 

Commented Harry: “The climb = was 
terrific. The descent was hair-raising.” 

Later a case of pines was brought down 
to the local club-house and this, together 
with the fruit left in individual bedrooms 
at the hotel, was typical of the many 
tokens of goodwill showered on the New 
Zealanders by their Australian hosts, 


Interest In South Island 


One point commented upon by a large 
number of Australians the Kiwis met was 
that when they visited New Zealand they 
had encountered a certain apathy on the 
part of the New Zealand Tourist Depart- 
ment in putting forward the attractions 
of the South Island. 

They were greatly surprised to learn 
that there were first-class bowling greens 
at many of the well-known beauty spots 
in Otago and Southland, for instance. 
After meeting the New Zealanders, a large 
number expressed their definite inten- 
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P. NEE’S SUCCESS IN 
CHRISTCHURCH 


A crushing defeat over J. W. Strachen 
gave P. Nee, of the Department of Labour 
Indoor Bowling Club, the Canterbury 
champion cf champions title in Christ- 
church. Nee played almost perfect bowls 
to lead throughout the final and won 
10-1. Strachen is a member of the St. 
Hilda’s club, which holds a prominent 
position in inter-club bowls in = Christ- 
church. 

Nee eliminated last year’s winner, A. E. 
Williamson, in the quarter-finals by 8 to 
6 and then in the semi-final beat G. 
Thomas, of Springston, after making a 
bad start. Nee was down 1-4 after four 
heads, but made a remarkable recovery to 
win the match 8-5. Strachen also was 
down in the opening heads of his semi- 
final against M. Gorrie (Anchor Lodge), 
but won 10-3. 

The piay in the championship was of a 
very high standard. There were 57 club 
champions competing and many narrow 
decisions. 





Vale— 
TOM LOCK 


AS this issue begins printing, word 
comes of the death of MR. THOMAS 
LOCK, former Wellington Centre and 
New Zealand Bowling Association 
president, in Wellington at the age 
of 83. Tom Lock, a Southlander by 
birth and early sports career (repre- 
sentative Rugby as well as bowls), was 
one of the outstanding personalities 
in the game for many years. His life 
stands as an example of devotion to 
true sportsmanship. 


[TEES LETS TLE TS EO TE AT I I ES ET TE IS ES 
ET ET ETT RY ETN EN SEY PELE EY 


tion, in the near future, to visit New Zea- 
land. In fact, they have asked for indi- 
vidual assistance in arranging visits to the 
southern provinces as well as in the 
north. 
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EDEN-ROSKILL R.S.A.’'s 
FINE ASSET 


THE Eden-Roskill Returned Service- 
men’s Indocr Bowling Club has 
moved into new premises which are 
quite the largest and most palatial 
in the country. 


In conjunction with the Borough of 
Mount Eden, a large war memorial hall, 
shrine, etc.. has been built at a cost of 
£125,000. These premises run right from 
Brixton Road to Dunbar Road, the whole 
facing Dominion Road and opposite the 
borough’s beautiful breathing — space, 
Potter’s Park. Eden-Roskill had two of 
the six sections, and by hard work ex- 
tending over many years were able to put 
into the kitty assets and cash amounting, 
with subsidy, to £35,000. For this they 
have been granted the ground floor from 
street to street for their club rooms. 

On entering the club room from Dun- 
bar Road, the secretary and treasurer's 
office and committee room are first on the 
left. Next is the president’s office, and 
straight ahead is the members’ lounge, 
45 feet by 37 feet, with heavy wall-to-wall 
carpet, comfortable chairs, tables, etc. 
Next we come to the billiards room, with 
three full-size tables, and then the large 
cafeteria and supper room, 43 feet by 
30 feet, fitted with all modern labour- 
saving devices, plastic table-tops, etc. 

Then we come to the indoor bowling 
room, which can accommodate 20 rinks 
(40 teams), 100 feet by 40 feet, and recess 
43 feet by 15 feet. 

Eden-Roskill have worked for many 
vears for this club-room, a veritable home 
from home, and their effort is the more 
creditable when we realise that it is a 
“dry” club in a “dry” district. No ovic- 
armed bandits or liquor licence as _ ser- 
vicemen’s clubs have in Australia. 

The club membership is now approach- 
ing 400, but with a district potential of 
more than 3,000 ex-servicemen, it should 
soon approach the 1,000 mark. 

Leo Mann, the president, has been 
backed by-a real army of helpers, with C. 
‘Townsend (secretary), E.. Nimmo 
(treasurer), bowls convener Chas. Addison, 
and secretary H. Tucker. 

—F. A. H. 
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MT. ALBERT‘S DOUBLE 


THE Mount Albert R.S.C. team skipped 
by Colin Campbell completed a_ fine 
double by adding the Auckland Indoor 
Centre champion fours to the executive 
fours it had won earlier in the season. 

Twenty-three teams qualified for post- 
section play, and the final was fought 
out between Mount Albert (Mrs. Wells, 
Mrs. Booth, B. Booth, and Campbell) 
and TVakanini (A. Bruce, Leach sen., Mrs. 
Leach, and V. Leach). 

For a young and small club, Takanini 


put up a most creditable performance 
in having four teams still in at the 


quarter-finals and two in the semi-finals. 
It looked at one stage as if it would have 
the final to itself, but the ultimate win- 


ners earned their success by their con- 
sistency. 
A record number of entries was _ re- 


ceived for the open fours indoor bow!l- 
ing tournament held by the Somerfield 
Indoor Bowling Club, Christchurch, re- 
cently. A larger hangar at the Wigram 
aerodrome was the venue and _ provided 
accommodation for 70 mats. Five hundred 


and fifty-two players competed in the 
tournament and 38 fours qualified. 
Appropriately, a Somerfield four (W. 


Inwood, R. Hulston, R. Crofts, and Mrs. 
Barnard) won. 
uw WwW K 

A bowls president when making a 
speech should bear in mind what the oil 
drillers do—if they don’t make a strike 
with their listeners—they should stop 
boring. 


Lejecercuncnnaccnsocccnscagccuecnccgercggggngggenconscuvenserssggggsoyoniyy 


Indoor Bowling Clubs 


DON'T SHORTEN THE LIFE OF YOUR 
WOODEN BOWLS THROUGH NEGLECT. 
Have them expertly re-conditioned. 


Bowls returned equal to new in 
condition and appearance. 
Standard charge — 2/6 per Bowl 
Inquiries invited. No Agents. 


CYRIL A. STUCK 
TE AROHA 


(Deunencgnnennececenecccggccnaggcgesceccssssnseccececssessesseiieercsesa pa 


COUDUNUOOREOUCHUCUOUGQUGROSEADGUEESUSQECQCSESRELOCIEIP@} 
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It’s not too early 





we have 
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BLIND PLAYER’S N.Z. 
TOURNAMENT 


THE New Zealand blind indoor bowlers’ 
championships have been allocated to 
Auckland, and the organisers have been 
fortunate to secure the new Eden-Roskill 
war memorial hall. This, the second 
largest hall in Auckland, is 90ft by 60ft 
and seated 700 people on the occasion of 
the opening ceremony. 

The dates fixed for the tournament are 
Saturday to Monday, October 25-27. It is 
hoped that most of the competitors will 
be billeted. The accommodation officer is 
Mr. F. A. Harris, 75 West Street, Auck- 
land, C2. 

The Auckland Centre, in conjunction 
with the Blind Institute delegaies, will 
conduct the tournament, provide umpires, 
markers, etc. Entries are expected from 
Christchurch, Wellington, Palmerston 
North, Waikato, and Auckland. 


Bowls—a game of ups and downs—the 
green. 
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order your togs from Heml2d 


CREAM SOX from 8/6 
CREAM SHIRTS 
CREAM TROUSERS from 55/- 
CREAM SLIPONS 
CREAM JERSEYS 
PANAMA HATS from 25/- 
WHITE BELTS 
BOWLING SHOES from 43/9 


SEE US ABOUT YOUR CLUB BLAZER TO-DAY 


Wallenstein 


31 Stores throughout New Zealand —a Store near You 
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from 45/- 


from 39/11 
from 65/6 


from 4/1] 
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BANKIER ROSE BOWL 
THRILLS 


THE LAST 1958 challenge for the 
Bankier Rose Bowl was between Auckland 
Centre, the holder, and Bay of Plenty 
Centre. The outcome was a tie after it 
had appeared “all over bar the shouting” 
in Bay of Plenty’s favour. The Auckland 
players began the final eight games trail- 
ing by six. They won seven of them to 
square the match at 14-all, and so hold 
the trophy. 

The last challenger scheduled for the 
season, Thames Valley, could not take it 
up so late in the programme. 

The games this year all have been full 
of interest, excitement, and_ pleasure. 
Waikato failed narrowly, and King Coun- 
try and Bay of Plenty both had _ the 
holders at full stretch to repel them. 


A skip is a bowler who, if he had not 
exalted ideas about himself, might have 
become a good lead. 
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Official Monthly 
Bulletin— Supplied by the 


Federation Meeting 

Delegates from all parts of New 
Zealand attended the half-yearly 
meeting in Wellington of the New 
Zealand Indoor Bowls Federa- 
tion, presided over by the presi- 
dent, Mr. C. G. Welch. He an- 
nounced that since the previous 
meeting another association, Hoki- 
tika, had joined the Federation. 

One of the interesting matters 
discussed was the testing of bowls. 
Mr. P. Horne (Wanganui) was on 
sound grounds when he expressed 
the opinion that it was not the 
bowls that really required testing, 
but the floors. In the majority of 
cases, he said, it was the floor that 
was at fault. 

The secretary, Mr. Bob Malcolm, 
stated that all bowls were well 
tested by the makers before being 
released. One manufacturer in the 
Hutt Valley had as near perfect a 
test table as it was possible to get. 
This table was covered with 
rubber, was maintained at a con- 
stant temperature, and was marked 
for draw and length against a 
master bowl which was auto- 
matically released. Every bowl was 
then automatically released and 
had to comply with the draw and 
length of the master bowl before 
being passed. 


Play-offs Discontinued 


‘The executive recommended that 
the play-off for third and fourth 
places in the National Champion- 
ships be discontinued and that 
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equal value trophies be given in- 
stead. 

It was explained by the secretary 
that it was becoming increasingly 
difficult to fit in these games at the 
championships. To a certain point 
they were in the nature of an anti- 
climax before the final and it was 
not fair to the players to send them 
off to a corner and ask them to 
play while the finals were in pro- 
gress. 

Mrs. L. Boles and Mr. J. Lyes 
(Auckland) gave it as their experi- 
ence that such play-offs were un- 
satisfactory, and that equal prizes 
would be more suitable. 

‘The executive’s recommendation 
was adopted. 


Trophy Values 


It was agreed that the trophy 
values for the National Champion- 
ships should total £122, as follows: 

Fours—£7 first, £4 second, £2 10s 
for third and fourth. 

Pairs—£8 first, £4 second, £2 10s 
third and four th. 

Singles—£10 first, £5 
£2 10s third and fourth. 

A motion that the trophies be 
gold, silver, and bronze medallions 
was lost, aS was an amendment 
that such medallions be awarded 
in conjunction with the trophies. 


second, 


island Championships 


It was decided that the policy 
and rules and conditions of the 
South Island Championships be 
considered at the next half-yearly 
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meeting. There were certain 
anomalies and it was well for them 
to be eliminated. 

The decision was not to be taken 
as implying any criticism of 
Otago’s handling of the champion- 
ships, which was excellent. 

The question of a _ standard 
badge for the winners would also 
be considered. 

It was agreed that the executive 
should bring down rules governing 
North and South Island Cham- 
pionships to the next annual 
general meeting. 


Finance 


The financial statement showed 
that at the end of August the 
Federation had a cash balance of 
£2,428 18s. Id. It was estimated 
that the profit on the National 
Championships, held at Hastings, 
was £555. 

An idea was given to the meet- 
ing of the immense amount of 
work done by certain officers, and 
it was decided that the executive 
bring down a recommendation re 


honoraria for the next annual 
general meeting. 
The Hawkes Bay Association 


and the Dominion Executive were 
congratulated on the manner in 
which the National Champion- 
ships were run at Hastings, and 
regret expressed that it should 
have been necessary, at a late hour, 
to hold some of the matches in 
Napier. A tribute was paid to the 
Press in Hawkes Bay, especially 
the ‘Hawkes Bay ‘Tribune’, for 
the splendid coverage, and also to 
the Broadcasting Department. 


Rotorua Next Year 


The 1959 National Champion- 
ships are to be held in Rotorua. 
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The secretary reported that by 
using two halls, 100 mats could be 
put down. Two other halls would 
each accommodate 10 mats, and a 
further two would accommodate 
six and eight respectively. 


Eight Days 

Owing to the large number of 
bowlers resident in and around 
Rotorua, or within reasonable dis- 
tance, it was considered that the 
entry would be very large, and 
therefore it was doubtful whether 
the tournament could be com- 
pleted in six days. If eight days, 
Saturday to Saturday, were used, it 
might be possible to eliminate 
night play and finish each day not 
later than 6.30 p.m. This would 
give players more freedom and 
also help the administration very 
considerably. 

It was decided to hold the 
National Championships on Satur- 
day, June 20, to Saturday, June 27 
(both inclusive), no play to be after 
6.30 p.m., or, if that were neces- 
sary, the extra time to be reduced 
to a minimum. 


Timaru Fixture 


The South Canterbury Centre 
was granted permission to hold the 
1959 South Island Championships 
for fours and pairs at Timaru dur- 
ing Queen’s Birthday week-end. 

An application was received from 
the Hutt Valley Association to 
hold the 1961 National Champion- 
ships; 1961 was applied for by 
Hutt Valley, as it was assumed that 
in 1960 the Tournament would be 
held in the South Island. Should 
the Tournament not be held in 
the South Island in 1960, then 
Hutt Valley would welcome hold- 
ing the Tournament that year. 
The matter will be dealt with at 
the annual general meeting. | 
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MORE TIME WANTED 


Sir,—At the New Zealand indoor cham- 
pionships, games of 50 minutes are 
allowed for rinks and 30 minutes each 
for pairs and singles. 

Through your columns, I would like 
to advocate 40 minutes for pairs, as 30 
minutes is not very satisfactory for a 
championship game. 


Christchurch. —HOPING. 


UNSPORTING? 


Sir,—Your contributor “Old Hand” 
condemns as unsporting the player whose 
team has let him down, or who has been 
outplayed, if when well down he hits a 
head with possible consequence of losing 
the jack and paying the penalty—three 
points. 

Is that worse than the skip, or third 
acting under instruction, who drives off 
the mat a nest of bowls which have just 
missed a trail, and may net his oppon- 
ent a number of points if the trail is 
successful? In this case, the bowls being 
well away from the jack, the driver has 
no fear of killing the jack with its sub- 
sequent penalty. 

What does he think was the reason for 
fixing these stiff penalties? Was it not 
that no legitimate shots (that is shots 
played within the framework of the exist- 
ing rules) should be barred; but that 
crudeness or unskilful shots should be 
penalised to prevent the game becoming 
merely skittles, and to save time—for, 
most indoor bowls being played at night, 
the wasting of time is the great offence. 

Our friend should also realise that he 
has plenty of preventive opportunities. 
His third and himself each have two 
bowls to block, or get position in case 
the head is hit. How often we see teams 
greedily adding more and more to the 
head, increasing the size of the target, 
instead of saying, “Well, two points at 
a time is good scoring. I will protect what 
I have.” Of course, the occasion arises 
when a larger score is necessary to catch 
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up an earlier deficiency, and then one 
has to gamble on his opponent missing 
with his saving shot. 

If one’s opponent has scored on seven 
heads out of ten played, that player 
should not squeal if the opponent plays 
firmly into the head to prevent losing 
the game by one badly played head. 
After all, despite ali rules, players can 
and will still lose and win games, and 
the more pin-pricking we have, the less 
interesting this popular game can_ be- 
come. 

In Victoria, where they used round 
unbiased bowls, their first rule was: 
“Driving is absolutely prohibited.” If in 
the opinion of the umpire, a_ player 
bowled an unduly hard bowl, he would 
declare it a drive, the end finished, and 
award the opponent six points. 

Needless to say, the game died out, and 
it is now being revived with biased bow]s 
and rules based on the New Zealand 
Federation rules. As they say, “You in 
New Zealand have the complete answer to 
all our former problems.” 


Auckland. —F. A. HARRIS. 


THE BOWL THAT FELL 


Sir,—Would you please give an official 
answer in your “How Much Do You 
Know About the Laws?” to the following 
question: 

Two directors go to measure in a com- 
pleted end. They decide that two bowls 
are equidistant and decide to measure 
same. Before they can do so, one bowl 
falls over. One director considers this 
bowl should be replaced. The other 
director objects and the umpire is called. 
What is the correct decision? 

Note: (1) No storm or wind disturbed 
the bowl. (2) Over 30 seconds had elapsed 
before measuring. (3) Neither director 
decided to secure the bowls before 
measuring commenced. 

Fitzroy. —H. S. KIRTON. 


[This is quite a tricky problem. It is 
my opinion that the bowl that fell over 
“should be replaced to the satisfaction 
of both directors.” If they could not agree 
upon its position, “the end could be 
declared a drawn end.” 

Law 100 (c) allows a bow! in danger 
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Don’t Abuse the Tester 





He Is There For Your Assistance 


MOST bowlers consider the 
testing table an imposition and 
an unnecessary thing, but in 
reality it is there for their con- 
venience and assistance. 

This game is hard enough to play with 
perfect bowls, so how can a player be 
consistent with faulty bowls? 

Many players contend that a bowl will 
not wear. Pick up any old bowl and 
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of falling or changing its position to be 
secured in its present position; but it is 
easy to be wise after a bowl which has 
been at rest for some minutes even and 
which does not appear likely to change 
position falls for no apparent reason at 
all. 

Some umpires believe that the bowl 
should be allowed to remain in the posi- 
tion to which it fell and the result of 
the end declared with the bowl in its 
new position; but this appears to me to 
be a hardship and not equitable after 
measuring has commenced. 

Measuring is not only the act of 
measuring with the calipers or flexible 
measure but also the art of judging or 
estimating visually the various distances 
the bowls are away from the jack. Measur- 
ing can be said to commence as soon as 
the directors or players concerned attempt 
to determine the result of an end visu- 
ally or with the approved instruments. 

This cannot be taken as an_ Official 
answer; nor in fact can any answers to 
questions or problems given by me be 
taken as official unless a ruling has been 
given by the Judicial Committee. In all 
such cases the ruling would be stated as 
being official. 

No ruling has been given on this prob- 
lem, although there is a possibility that 
one will be given soon. If so, it will be 
published in the Official Section of this 
magazine. 

—VETERAN.] 
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measure it with a micrometer gauge, and 
then have a look at the original size 
stamped on the bowl near the small disc. 
You will be surprised! 

Again, contrary to the general belief 
that the weighing of the bowl supplies 
the bias, it is the shape of the bowl that 
imparts the bias, and this is often affected 
by use of the bowl. 

Every bowl on inspection, will show 
scratch marks caused by delivering the 
bowl on the green, as the bowl skids a 
little before it starts to roll, and this is 
the action that wears the bowl and 
affects the bias. On a good, well-grassed 
green, the marks are nowhere near so 
bad as when you play on a rough or 
sandy green. 

If a bowl is delivered perfectly upright 
every time, the marks will be seen to run 
around the very centre of the running 
surface, and it is seldom that the bias, 
in these cases, is affected. 


Shape Altered 


However, most bowls are delivered, to 
some degree, across the running surface, 
and when this is done consistently (as in 
most instances) the shape is altered on 
one side of the bowl. 

If it is on the large disc side, that bow] 
will eventually have less draw, or on the 
small disc side more draw. 

Therefore, the state of the green 
governs the amount of wear, and the way 
the bowl is grassed or delivered governs 
the way the bias is affected. 

Very often the bias is altered in only 
one bowl or two in the set. This is caused 
by playing with some of the bowls more 
than the others. Try to use them in 
rotation. 

Remember that the tester is there to 
keep your bowls in good order, not to 
condemn them, and with the rush of test- 
ing many bowls in the next few weeks, 
send them in a little earlier and help the 
tster to do a thorough job on your bowls 
if necessary. 


Page 13 











Politicians and 
Opening Days 


THE Wellington Centre executive 
has decided that the junior cham- 
pion of champions singles event 
will be played on Park Avenue 
green, Hutt Valley, on Saturday, 
February 28, 1959; champion 
singles, Kelburn green, on March 
7; champion pairs, Naenae green, 
March 14; champion fours, Wel- 
lington green, March 21. 

Arrangements are in train to make the 
New Zealand Championships, to be held 
in Wellington this season, a big success. 
Because of the excellent winter, all greens 
are reported to be in first-class condition. 
Nothing is being left to chance. Commit- 
tees have been appointed and are work- 
ing smoothly. 

Wellington Centre headquarters have 
been moved to more spacious rooms at 
Number 10 Woodward Street. The change 
is an improvement in every way. 

Some concern was expressed with 
the practice of inviting politicians to 
open club seasons, or to speak at 
opening functions. These particular 
people, it was stated, were generally 
so busy attending various functions 
that very often the openings were 


held up awaiting their arrival. 





Approval was expressed with the Auck- 
land system, whereby politicians were rele- 
gated to comparatively minor placings 
on the opening programme. 

In Auckland, it was insisted that the 
actual opening be performed by the club 
president. On no account should he hand 
that act over to aiiother, unless it Was 
completely impossible to perform it him- 
self. 

It was, indeed, the president’s day, and 
he had the assistance of his wife. 

The first official guest was the author- 
ised Centre representative. 

Then followed any past or present mem- 
bers of the Council of the N.Z.B.A.; a 
representative of a sub-centre; local civic 
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ISLAND BAY’S 
H. F. CLARKE 


THE Wellington Bowling Centre 
at a recent meeting said farewell 
to Mr. H. F. Clarke, who had 
represented the Island Bay club on 
the Centre for 35 years, those years 
being almost continuous. He was 
also president of the Centre for 
two years. 

But what makes him really 
outstanding is the fact that for 
42 years consecutively he has 
been secretary of the Island 
Bay club. It is his ambition to 
occupy that position for a 
further eight years, making 50 
in all. 

‘Tributes were paid to his work 
by Messrs. M. J. Casey, O. F. 
Angell, €C. H. Backhouse, A, 
Urquhart, J. R. Cunninghame, W. 
¥. Ridléy, C. AH. Hain, and J. H. 
Collins. Reference was also made 
to the great work done by Mrs. 
Clarke. 

In reply, Mr. Clarke mentioned 
that he had served under 19 presi- 
dents on the Centre. 

There have been few harder 
workers for a club and Centre than 
Mr. Clarke. He has sacrificed a 
ereat deal for the game, and in 
doing so has gained much. He is 
one of the best-known bowlers in 
the Wellington district. 


Don’t allow your opponent, in singles 
play especially, to become mechanical. 
Make him alter his length, watch out for 
for his weak points. Most bowlers have a 
weakness. The sooner you find it out the 
better your chance of beating him. 





dignatories; Member of Parliament for 
the district; representatives of kindred 
clubs; overseas visitors. 

Cabinet Ministers were named immedi- 
ately after the Centre representative. 
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HenJdelite 
FOR ALL BOWLERS 


The Master Lawn Bowl 
More than 50,000 sold 


in New Zealand to date 





and— 


The JUNIOR 
CARPET BOWL 


For everybody to use 


in their own homes. 





ALL OUR BOWLS ARE MADE WITH THAT DEGREE OF 
ACCURACY FOR WHICH “HENSELITE” IS FAMOUS 


NEW ZEALAND AGENTS: 


BRISCOE & COMPANY LTD. BRISCOE, E. W. MILLS & CO. LTD. 


Auckland, Christchurch, Timaru Wellington, New Plymouth, 
Dunedin, Invercargill Nelson 


“‘Wenselite 


THE TRUEST BOWL MADE 
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~=« Phillip Skoglund, Natic 


THE New Zealand singles champion, P. C. SKOGLUND, of 
Palmerston North, accepted “The New Zealand Bowler’s’ invita- 
tion to represent New Zealand in this year’s world drawing-to- 
the-jack competition. The 21-year-old member of a famous 
bowling family is competing with notable performers in the 


game around the world. 


This is the second “Vitalite 
World Singles Bowls Competition.” 
New Zealand was represented in 
the inaugural event last year by 
J. (‘Ham’) Pirret, of Tuakau, who, 
in spite of the unfavourable timing 
of the contest to the game in this 
part of the world, was kept out of 
a Winning prospect by only one of 
the 20 bowls he sent down. It 
blotted his copy book for the day. 

Organised by ‘World Bowls’, pub- 
lished in London, the competition 
has the co-operation of the game’s 
magazines in their various coun- 
tries. 

This journal’s participation 1s 
on the reasoning that New Zea- 
land should have a part in it. One 
of the main objectives is the foster- 
ing of good relations between 
bowlers everywhere. 

The competition itself, for 
which the prize is a handsome 
silver trophy, is a most inter- 
esting innovation, but the 
spread of international fellow- 
ship is the greater inducement. 


At the last word from London, 
the 1958 contestants included 
England, Wales, Scotland (last 
year’s winner), Northern Ireland, 
Southern Jreland, New Zealand, 
Hong Kong, Jersey, South Africa, 
Rhodesia, the United States, and 
Canada. Presumably Australia 
would be in the field again, and it 
was stated that inquiries had been 
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received from Argentina, Malaya, 
and Guernsey. 

It is an impressive coverage, and 
one promising to extend further. 

The mechanics of the competi- 
tion are that each contestant will 
draw a specified number of bowls 
to the jack, on his own green or 
another convenient to him within 
a set limit of dates. 

He is entitled to two trial ends 
of four bowls each from each end 
of the green (16 bowls in all). 





THE VITALITE CUP 
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PHILLIP SKOGLUND 


He then delivers the jack as 
in normal play and sends up 
four bowls. They are measured 
at the end of the “head” and 
the details recorded. ‘The pro- 
cess 1s repeated at alternate 
ends of the green until eight 


ends are completed and _ re- 

corded. 

The full record then goes to 
London for comparison with the 
other entries. The winner is the 
man with the lowest aggregate dis- 
tance for the 32 bowls. In the event 
of a tie, the nominees who tie are 
adjudged joint winners. 
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In addition to the challenge 
trophy, which is held for a year, 
there is a replica for permanent 
retention and also a further trophy 
presented by a United States en- 
thusiast. Harold L. Esch, editor of 
the publication ‘South-east Bowler’, 
has awarded a desk calendar em- 
bodying a statuette of a bowler for 
the competitor other than the 
winner of the competition proper 
who records the best single end. 

All in all, it is an interesting 
innovation and one which has 
gathered widespread support as the 
result of the success of the first 
event. 

It is not necessary to underline 
that the New Zealand contestant 
is heavily handicapped because his 
entry is required to be performed 
out of season. 


“Ham” Pirret, fine sportsman 
that he is, took part last year 
in spite of this, and Phillip 
Skoglund similarly said he 
would “give it a go” although 
he had not played any bowls 
since last season. 


He had to send down his 32 
bowls before the end of September, 
and arrangements for this to be 
done in Palmerston North were 
made. The performance is con- 
ducted and supervised by club com- 
mittee members. 

P. C. Skoglund ’s triumph in this 
year’s national singles champion- 
ship at Christchurch was one of 
the most outstanding feats in bowls 
anywhere at any time. For such a 

[OVER 
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How Much Do You Know 
About the Laws? 


(By ‘Veteran’ 


KEEP a score on your answers to 
these questions on the Laws of the 
Game. 


QUESTIONS 


el—Three bowls of an end have been 
played before the umpire notices 


that the jack is most probably not 
the required 66 feet from the front 
of the mat. Should he take any 
action? 

e2—If the jack in the previous question 
is not the required 66 feet from the 
front of the mat, how should play 
be recommenced? 

e3—When the lead who has the second 





WORLD COMPETITION (Contd.): 





youngster in a game requiring 
special talents of technique, con- 
centration and sustained accuracy, 
not to mention that nebulous qual- 
ity called temperament, to come 
out at the head of the best in the 
land was nothing short of sensa- 
tional. 


Not only was the win itself 
impressive, but the manner in 
which Skoglund minor “met 


everything as it came along 


and pulled out the answer to 
challenge after challenge 
stamped him as the arrival of of 


a new power in in the game. | 








Tall, slight and fair, he proved 
himself the possessor of an excep- 
tional match temperament. His 
confidence in his own ability, de- 
veloped from earnest practice and, 
no doubt, from the “bowling 
blood” of the Skoglund line, im- 
pressed itself on opponents and 
observers alike. 

The Skoglunds, of course, have 
a right to be reckoned this 
country’s outstandingly successful 
bowling family. Phillip’s grand- 
father, P. Skoglund, had a good 
playing career, and so has his 
father, now more_ prominently 
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known as the Hon. P. O. Skoglund, 
Minister of Education in the 
Labour Government. 

Between them, individually and 
as a pair, father and son have had 
considerable success in the North- 
ern club, Palmerston North. They 
were to have teamed in the Christ- 
church National, but more press- 
ing things were on hand for a 
member of the Cabinet than a 
bowling tournament at that time. 


The other Skoglund, the one 
of special stature in the game, 
whose feats stand as a chal- 
lenge to the new “arrival”, is 
Uncle “Pete’—the one and 
only T.T. 

His four national fours titles 
are their own testimony to his 
stature. His other successes are 
legion, and all who have played 
against this redoubtable cam- 
paigner have a very healthy respect 
indeed for his abilities as tactician 
and technician. 

How Phillip Skoglund will 
measure up in this competition to 
the champions of other lands, most 
of them in full form and with 
everything in their favour, remains 
to be seen. The spirit to “give it 
a go’ is the thing. 

We shall tell you more about it 
next month. 
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bowl of an end to play takes his 
stance on the mat, he notices that 
the jack is about a foot to one side 
of the centre-line of the rink. Can 
this jack be straightened before he 
plays his bowl? 

e4—A bowl at rest in play is struck by 
another bowl in play and wobbles 

; beyond the side boundary of the rink 
but returns and comes to rest within 
the rink boundaries. Is it alive? 

e5—During a game it is found that the 

rink is 12 feet wide at one end and 
13 feet wide at the other end. If it 
requires altering, which end should 
be adjusted? 

e6—The jack is moved by a bowl in play 
and gently strikes a neutral bowl in 
play in the adjoining rink, which 
prevents it going beyond the boun- 
dary of its own rink and it comes to 
rest on the boundary line of the rink. 
Is it alive? 


ANSWERS 


el—Yes. Play should be stopped while 
the distance is measured. If the jack 
is the required distance, play should 
be resumed. If the jack is not the 
clear 66 feet from the front of the 
mat required by Law 61, it is not in 
play as defined by Law 64 (a) and 
the end shall be recommmenced. 

e2—The jack was improperly thrown and 
Law 62 states that “the jack shall be 
rethrown by the opponent or oOppos- 
ing lead”; but the right (under Law 
51) of priority of play for that end 
shall not be affected (i.e. the same 
player shall play the first bowl of 
the end). 

e3}—Yes. The jack is not accounted in 
play until it has been straightened. 

| Law 6+ (a). ‘The jack should be 

straightened, and the bowl that had 
been played before the jack was 
straightened should be returned and 
replaved in its corerct order of play. 

ei—Yes. Law 74 provides that a bowl 
which after being moved by a bow] 
or bowls in play or by the jack in 
play comes to rest not wholly beyond 
the boundaries of the rink shall be 





OCTOBER, 1958 


THE N.Z. BOWLER 


accounted alive and in play, notwith- 
standing that during its course: it 
went temporarily beyond the side 
boundaries (other than the kerbing 
of a side ditch) of the playing surface 
of the rink. 

e5—Law 9 provides that “The green 
shall be divided by imaginary lines 
into uniform spaces called rinks, of 
not less than 12 feet, nor more than 
20 feet, in width.” 

Both the 12 feet and the 13 feet 
are within these limits; but the rink 
would not be “uniform” in width 
and should be altered to conform 
with the width of the other rinks 
being used. No alteration is made 
except at the finish of the end, and 
the ends on the adjoining rinks. 

e6—No. It is dead. Law 68 (a) provides 
that “The jack shall be accounted 
dead if, after being set in motion by 
a bowl or bowls in play, it strike 
any person or object (other than a 
bowl or bowls in play) beyond the 
boundaries of the rink. 

Question 4 illustrates how a bowl 
belonging to rink three could be 
alive and in play, although actually 
on rink two. This bowl could be 
struck by the jack without it leaving 
rink three and the jack would remain 
alive. 

If the jack crossed the rink boun- 
dary and then struck the bowl and 
returned to its own rink, it would be 
dead as provided for in Law 68 (b) 
which states: “The jack shall be 
accounted dead if it be driven by a 
bowl or bowls in play beyond the 
side boundaries of the rink even 


though it rebound and come to rest 
not wholly beyond the limits defined 
by Law 64 (b).” 














CON MAHER DISCUSSES— 





More Personalities and Players 


I Have 


OVER now to 1958, which brings 
me to the last of the line of presi- 
dents and incidentally to the last 
tournament, at Christchurch in 
January. 


At the head of affairs was Stan 
Hall, who, like his fellow towns- 
man, Rowley Smith, has been on a 
trip to the Homeland. 

Both, of course, took the Games 
at Cardiff into consideration when 
planning the tour. 

Stan Hall was a most prominent 
personage right through the course 
of a strenuous tournament. From 
the time he made his opening ad- 
dress to the competitors assembled 
on the headquarters green, United, 
on Monday, December 30, at 8.15 
a.m., he practically lived on the 
job. 

About the only time I did not 
see him about the place was one 
dark and gloomy Sunday morning 
with rain coming down in_tor- 
rents. Stan was not there to keep 
me company whilst doing my press 
copy to go away that day. In fact, 
the only sign of life about the place 
was the wild ducks from the near- 
by River Avon, which were swim- 
ming around on the two greens 
and busy with the many worms 
which came to the surface. 

Stan made an appropriate address 
on the opening occasion and again 
at the closing session near the noon 
hour of January 15. The closing 
scene, with the usual farewell 
touch about it, found Stan all 
lined up with his fellow council- 
lors and tournament officials gener- 
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Known 


ally together with the competition 
winners. 


Colourful 


A bright note in the whole pro- 
ceedings was the display of the 
handsome prizes, the cost of which 
ran into a goodly sum of money. 
‘These articles all gleaming in the 
bright sunshine and Stan’s speech 
went to make up one of the most 
colourful closing ceremonies I had 
experienced in my long series of 
tournaments. 

I had not linked up with Stan 
to any great extent prior to this 
tournament, and I was pleased to 
work with him and have his ready 
co-operation at all times. 

Rowley Smith was, of course, my 
right-hand man when it came to 
the matter of data and I was much 
obliged to him for his kind assist- 
ance right through the piece. 

I must again make reference, at 
the risk of tedious repetition, to 
that smiling personage, Bob 
Grant, a high official of the United 
club, who gave yeoman service to 
all during the tournament. As Bob 
knew the run of the ropes so well, 
he gave me inestimable service 
which I shall not forget in a hurry. 

In a lesser degree, IJ must not 
forget the presence in the tourna- 
ment of that worthy gentleman, 
W. R. Featherston, who was not 
seen much because he had his head 
down to it in the office all the 
while. 

His role on this occasion and 
the way he stuck so assiduously to 
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CON MAHER DISCUSSES (Contd.): 





his task reminded me very much of 
the part played by Arthur Brown 
in the preceding tournament in 
Auckland. 

One circumstance which gave me 
pleasure in this tournament was to 
note the appearance at one time 
of that bright and smiling man, 
Bob Sinclair, of Dunedin, the 
Association Secretary. 

His presence seemed to me to 
give the tournament just that 
added touch of officialdom which 
completed a perfect cycle. 

I do not wish to imply that Bob 
is what we would call officious. He 
is far from that; but I do mean to 
convey a small impression of his 
great worth to the bowling game 
as a player and a gentleman. 
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Self-Discipline 


LONG before any player has reached 

the stage of efficiency at bowls, he 

will be finding himself correcting 
quite a number of faults. 

Among the many of them there is one 
in particular which a certain few players 
never seem to be able to eliminate. They 
will always be a handicap, despite any 
exceptional skill they may show in all 
departments of the game. 

I refer to the “lack of discipline” these 
players have over their feelings, which is 
so clearly shown by displays of bad 
temper not only when they are faced 
with those incidents which are insepar- 
able from the game such as “‘flukes”’, or 
shots going away, or, should they happen 
to be skips, when their men are not 
playing up to expectations. 

At times their jacks act as a barometer, 
indicating the effect these things have on 
them, but also a clear sign of the state 
of the game at times. 

This cannot but tend to upset their 
mental balance even to the extent of 
making them lose their concentration 
and what is even worse, when it is accom- 
panied with abuse, getting their men 
rattled so that they are put right off 
their natural game. 

If this were only fully recognised and 
allowed for, we should hear fewer players 
openly stating they can never play a good 
game with such skips, in doing which 
they are showing an inferiority complex 
which in itself will put them off their 
natural game, and by doing so impede, 
rather than help the skip. 

The best way to face such a situation 
is to recognise that it is one that cannot 
be cured and must therefore be endured. 
By thus adopting a charitable attitude, 
you are at least trying to help a lame 
dog over the style. 

When this happens, one can say good- 
bye to all hopes of establishing what is 
recognised as being the foremost feature 
of rink play—‘team work among the 
four players’. 

No. player who lacks control over 
himself can ever hope to hold complete 
control over others. 

—Jack Jones. 
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A H—lI of a Story— 


JOCK was an old, old man when 
at last he fulfilled predictions by 
dying. He had been a member of 
his bowling club since it was first 
opened, somewhere at the turn of 
the century. 

Jock had been a skip so long that 
there was no member in the club 
who was there when he was first 
promoted to that exalted position. 
Some ventured the opinion (under 
their breaths) that he had never 
been promoted to skipdom, but 
that he had usurped the position. 
The event, whenever it was, was 
lost in the mists of antiquity. 

Anyhow, as I said before, Jock eventu- 
ally died, and after the usual prelimi- 
naries—whatever they are—he found him- 
self before the Gates of Hell. Whether he 
was directed there or reached them on his 
own volition, no one who knew him 
would have imagined he would have 
been at home in the alternative place. 

After presenting his credentials at the 
gate, he was passed through without fuss. 
Mind you, his credentials had been well 
earned in his mortal life, so even Jock 
himself was confident of his passing 
through the selection gate. 


SPECIAL GUEST 


After the great iron doors had clanged 
behind him, he was met by his Satanic 
Majesty “The Devil’, arrayed in all his 
glory—glowing red skin, hooves, horns, 
flaming cloak and fork. His Majesty gave 
him a hearty hand clasp and some 
friendly thumps on the back and said: 
“Well, Jock, you’ve come at last. I’ve 
been expecting you for a long time. Any- 
how, it’s better late than never. So now 
that you’re here, you’re going to be my 
special guest until you get to know every- 
body. Now, to start off, I s’pose you’re 
hungry, so come to my hotel.” 

Jock was flattered with his reception, 
and went along with Satan to the hotel. 
He was crammed full with a sumptuous 
meal, wines, cigars, liquors, tooth picks— 
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By Billy Powell 


the lot. After the meal, Jock went with 
his host to a gorgeous musical revue. 
There were more drinks between acts, 
and he was taken back stage to meet the 
girls afterwards. This was just up his 
alley. He began to feel sorry for the fel- 
lows who had been directed to the more 
selct suburb of the celestial realm. 

The King of the Nether Regions, how- 
ever, was in his most expansive mood. He 
was quite used to having skips staying 
with him, but Jock was a real disreput- 
able type—the sort he loved entertaining. 
So, to cut a long story short, he then 
took his new boarder around the night 
clubs and ended up in the wee hours of 
the morning at the local casino. All this 
made Jock feel that he was back in his 
mortal life again. 

All good—and bad—things come to an 
end, and eventually Jock went to bed 
in the hotel’s inost luxurious bedroom— 
well content, full of booze, and with 
resuscitated ideas. As they parted at the 
door, Satan said: “Well, I hope you en- 
joyed yourself?” 

“I did that no end,” replied Jock. 


SPECIAL TREAT 


“Well, I’ve got a special treat for you 
to-morrow afternoon—I’m going to let 
you skip our rink on the bowling green.” 

“Gosh, that’s fine,” ejaculated the guest. 
“Good night. Good night.” 

At the appointed time the next day 
Satan called for his skip in a magnificent 
car and took him around the scenic spots 
of Hell. Dante’s Inferno was spectacular, 
the “Gambing Hell” was thrilling, though 
only a small piece of the whole. All the 
familiar scenes of his misspent youth 
were passed on the way to the green. 
Satan gave him a running commentary 
on the places they were passing, but Jock 
felt that he could have done better him- 
self. He really woke up as they passed 
the ‘Satanic Distilleries Ltd.” 

The ride eventually ended and the car 
drew up alongside the bowling green. 
White-clad bowlers were running up and 
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JOCK’S REWARD (Contd.): 


down, some shouting, some laughing, 
apparently having as great a time as we 
know bowlers have on Earth. 

“Come along, Jock,” said Satan, “let 
me introduce you to the chaps. They were 
all skips in mortal life, just like yourself.” 

Jock walked on to the green, but sud- 
denly noticed something wrong. “Here,” 
he said to Satan, “‘these chaps are running 
up and down, but they have no bowls. 
We can’t play without bowls.” 

“Oh, yes, you will,” declared Satan with 
that diabolical grin on his face, “‘you see, 
that’s going to be the Hell of it.” 


When you enter an important game— 
such as a final in any competition—don’t 
do so with the idea that it is any different 
from any other game of bowls. The same 
skills are required, the same concentra- 
tion and your opponent is probably just 
as scared of you as you are of him. The 
greater name he has, the more is at stake 
for him. Remember novices have been 
known to beat champions. 
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THE RINKS GAME AND SKIPPING 


I'l IS POSSIBLE to work out the number of shots that each 
player in a rink contributes to the final total of his side; and it 
may surprise many to find that the skip does not usually con- 
tribute to the score as much as his lead or second. 


His creative artistry is revealed 
in his quiet, but purposive, control 
of the game of his colleagues, the 
efficacy of his decisions, the minute- 
ness and accuracy of his directions, 
and the ability to inspire confi- 
dence that the shot he recommends 
can be brought off. 

This last is particularly necessary when 
the lie is in favour of one’s opponents. 
It is then that particular emphasis must 
be given to the importance of weight to 
be up, and the right combination of grass 
to accomplish the shot. It is no use 
saying “‘do this’; the correct means must 
be indicated, as well as the desired path 
and finishing point of the wood. All this, 
without any show of domination, or any 
obvious disclosure of one’s plans. 

The care which goes into this work not 
only pays dividends, but has the psycho- 
logical effect of building morale when 
success is achieved, and obviates dis- 
appointment with a colleague who has 
failed, through misunderstanding, to 
bring off the shot. 


The Double Chance 


It is particularly necessary for a skip 
to explain and aim at the kind of shot 
that has more than one chance of success, 
for example, wresting a lying wood or 
trailing the jack. The reason for this is 
that bowlers, being human, are fallible 
beings, and the double objective, if seen 
from the mat as offering a much wider 
target, gives added confidence to the per- 
son executing the shot. 

Invariably, if he has the confidence, the 
player directed can succeed with the 
shot, provided there is not too wide a 
gap between the two objectives. Situations 
even occur when there are three or more 
chances of success in playing a demons- 
trable shot. 
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By “ZOO LAKE” 





A wood, especially one that has 
to be a little firm, is better if played 
into a funnel or semi-circle of pos- 


sible counters off which a bias can 





The nakedness of an open hand is fear- 


ful to most bowlers who are not leads, 


unless they are expert at the draw shot. 
A shot that is well thought out and 
comes off is not a lucky break, as oppon- 
ents may aver, but a real feather in your 
cap. 


The Deciding Point 


Most heads in rinks are played in two 
stages, and the deciding point in a skip’s 
generalship comes after the second player 
has sent down his second wood. It is at 
this stage that consultation and under- 
standing with the third are very neces- 
sary. Unless the shot called for is obvious, 
the third should be asked what shot he 
prefers, especially as he sees it from the 
mat; but the skip must be firm and de- 
cisive in knowing what situation he wants 
to create, so that he can execute his own 
shots. 

Frequently, he is frustrated by the plan- 
ning and skill of his opponents; and then 
he may have to change his plans. With- 
out flexibility and resources of mind, a 
skip should still be learning his trade. 
There should be no worthy skip so in- 
tellectually assured as to disdain advice 
from his third player. 


Mutual planning with the latter 
should be his ideal; he should resist 
only the invitation to drive when his 
better judgment tells him that a draw 
is posible o28#8 == © 
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THE RINKS GAME (Contd.): 





But it is only possible, no doubt, if 
his wood is delivered with the nice 
exactitude he has in mind. The mechanics 
of his play must, therefore, have been 
so perfected that he can say “I will draw 
the shot”, and then proceed to do it. 


A Team Business 

The point about rinks play is that it 
is a team business; one weak link may 
not spell disaster, but throws an = un- 
warranted burden of responsibility on 
the other players; usually the skip. The 
limitations, both of the skip and _ his 
third, are mainly that they have each 
only two woods. The score against them 
may be as high as four, or higher, and 
the opponent’s position nearly impreg- 
nable. 

It is obvious, then, that a skip’s psycho- 
logical significance is to coax the best out 
of his team so that such a situation 
should never arise, except by sheer mis- 
fortune. Planning and _ leadership are, 
therefore, essential. The game cannot 
usually be won by a single player; it re- 
quires the undivided attention of all 
players, whatever their position. The 
game can be fun and socially pleasant 
without loss of concentration. But the 
game of rinks cannot be played success- 
fully without co-ordinated effort, to 
make which is the duty of every link in 
the chain. 


Walker is 
maintains 


Norman surely right 


when he that a good, 


versatile second (that neglected man- 
of-all-work) is the key player in the 


— 


game of rinks. 


He is the unspectacular layer of founda- 
tions in the first half of the head, and 
without position in this prelude, the 
second half becomes a rearguard action 
designed to pull the chestnuts out of the 
fire. In every game of bowls, but especi- 
ally at rinks, the crux is to get a wood 
on the jack early, plus supporting posi- 
tion. 


The Testing Time 


But such an aim, while ideal, is not 
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likely to go uncontroverted in the best 
class of bowls; it is under adverse cir- 
cumstances that a skip’s true character 
comes to light. He may have to save, 
sometimes from perilous situations, head 
after head. He must never be rattled, 
never even appear to be anything but 
cool and in command of the situation. 
And this not because he is confident in 
his own heart that he can retrieve the 
position; but because any lessening con- 
trol, any psychological wavering, will 
weaken the morale of his team. Once 
disintegration sets in, all is lost. 


The art of losing well but not often, 
of keeping deficiences down to singles, 
of hanging on until the tide turns, 
than 
weather confidence and depressive de- 


is far more important fair- 





feats. 





The game of bowls is useless as a 
recreation unless it brings philosophy and 
acceptance of present misfortune. The 
will to go on from the position you are 
in now, without regrets, recriminations 
or foolish expectations, is the mark of 
personality and leadership. 

Without some such qualities, the game 
of bowls, like life, is an idle day-dream. 





\ f 
P52 / 
& 2 
Jaod mess” 
Ww yy Ww 
‘Tom: “Sam’s been to the last three 


tournaments.” 

Dick: “Does he always bring his wife 
with him to a tournament?” 

Tom: “Yes, every time, and three pret- 
tier girls would be hard to find.” 
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How to Reach the Top: 





You Must Become 


An Expert 


at Singles First 


IT is the singles game that applies 
the acid test to a player and reveals 
his potentiality in the early stages 
of his bowling career. If it burns, 
he can never hope to reach the 
top; if he comes through un- 
scathed, he is on the way to bigger 
things. 


After a player has grasped the funda- 
mentals of the game and has shown an 
aptitude for it, and has also evidenced 
that he is the possessor of some latent 
ability he is, to an extent, in a position 
to try himself out as a singles player. 

There is no more severe strain on a 
competitor in any bowls match than in 
singles. He is on his own and his rise 
or fall is solely dependent on himself. 
There is no one to advise him on shots to 
play, or tactics to be adopted. It is a 
case of paddle his own canoe and shoot 
the rapids or be submerged. 

To win a place on the top notcher list 
a player must win singles. It is a yard 
stick that is used at all times when the 
ability of an individual is discussed. 

It is a hard, stern game, that makes a 
call on everything a man possesses, play- 
ing ability, courage and temperament. 


Well Equipped 


A man must be equipped with the 
shots to win singles matches. He must be 
a good draw player and have the trail 
and yard on shots in his locker. If he 
has a good firing shot, it will help, 
although few of these are used in a game. 
The draw or a “little on” can generally 
get the player out of trouble, as there is 
not much cluttering up in a singles game 
with only a maximum of eight bowls to 
be played. 


‘The essential feature is to pay the 
strictest attention to the first bowl on 
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every end. Get it as close as possible 
to the jack and then build with the 
other 


three either as counters or 


position shots according to the lie. 





Unless the concentration section of the 
individual is working full pressure, his 
efforts will be in vain and results will 
be just nil. There is no slap-happy way 
of rolling them up for victory. 

Get that first one right on the jack and 
keep getting it there if possible. Follow 
the scheme of the crack lead by sticking 
to the same side of the green up and 
down, unless after the first two bowls some 
other shot is called for and a change of 
hand is necessary. 


Don’t be put off your hand by a block 
that appears to be in your eye. If you 
have touch and confidence, a bowl in 
front will not worry you. Just keep in 
mind that you have to get close to that 
jack or play a certain position shot. 

Be careful throwing the jack and thus 
make sure of getting the length you want 
when you have the chance. Don’t waste 
a bowl; play every one with a definite 
purpose. If your opponent is pushing you 
out, put them back; if he drives and gets 
them, put them back again fight 
like a tiger. The trend of play will decide 
whether you should pile them up as 
counters or get one in and then scout for 
position. Remember you must score to 
win and if it’s only in singles, you will 
get there if you get enough of them. 


Never Panic 


Don’t let anything upset you. Anything 
at ell—lucky shots, close measures against 
you, puff of wind catching your bowl and 
running it away, near misses or your 
opponent himself. Bowlers are gentlemen, 
but now and again one slips from the 
pedestal and does things that could upset 
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THE ACID TEST (Contd.): 





an opponent, unless a tight rein holds 
the emotions in check. 


That is when temperament enters 
the scheme of things. Take everything 
in your stride, carry on with that 
intense purpose of making every one 
of your bowls do what you want it to. 


Let your concentration slip for a 
moment, allow yourself to be distracted 
from the job in hand, and you can ring 
down the curtain. 

Watch your opponent. If you can sense 
a weakness in his armour, capitalise on it. 

Don't talk to him or at him; talk to 
yourself and keep yourself up to the 
mark. This does not mean you must be 
an absolute boor. Say what is necessary 
and leave it at that. Be alert to changes 
in the breeze, if any, and watch out for 
a slowing or quickening in the running 
surface of the green. 

It is the attention one gives to all the 
little things connected with the playing 
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British Empire Games 
— Cardiff, 1958 


“HENSELITE” WINS 5 GOLD, 
6 SILVER, 7 BRONZE MEDALS 


SINGLES—1 SOUTH AFRICA; 2 ENGLAND; 3 RHODESIA 
PAIRS—1 NEW ZEALAND; 2 SOUTH AFRICA; 3 RHODESIA 


FOURS—1 ENGLAND (2 of 4); 2 SOUTH AFRICA; 3 RHODESIA 
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of a singles match that has such a bear- 
ing on the result. 

When you arrive home after a solid 
singles and you lie back in your chair 
and feel as weary as though having done 
a heavy job, you are getting somewhere 
as a singles exponent. 

It is not as easy as it looks. It is hard 
work, but it has its compensations—a job 
well done! 


From a field of 1,615 bowlers, M. D. 
(Sonny) Villettaz (Pretoria) won the 
South African singles championship. In a 
disappointing final he beat R. Coates 
(Old Edwardians) by 21-8. The 1957 title- 
holder, Pinky Danilowitz, was eliminated 
in the second round. So, too, were the 
remainder of South Africa’s Empire 
Games’ representatives, plus the majority 
of the previous titleholders. 


vy vy vy 
The treasurer is a born income tax 


clerk. 
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‘Good Bowling’—at Good Odds 


“My Dear,” exclaimed the bishop to his 
rather young bride, as he surveyed his 
spotless creams and closed his bowls bag. 
“IT have a rather er—important en- 
gagement this afternoon. Would you be 
good enough, my dear, to handle the 
charity donation?” 

“Well,” she lisped, “I am not expert- 
enced, dear, so would you please give me 
some guidance?” 

“Indeed—er—yes. Perhaps the month’s 
hand-out would do good for the—er—less 


fortunate bowlers of the community. 
Take the money into the village and 
give it to one Mr. Tim Whiffler—I 


understand he is the leader of a small 
band of indigent—ah—bowlers. M’dear, 
he is usually to be found—er—adjacent 
to the—ah—Pig and Whistle—the hotel, 
you know.” 

“But, dear, what shall I say or do?” 

“Oh, just inquire for Mr. Wriffler.” 

“But Dll have to explain or something, 
won't I>?” 

“No, no, my dear—just mention some 
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platitude—um—vyes, just say ‘good bowl- 
ing,” he knows who you are and will 
understand. 

And the dutiful young wife duly located 
Mr. Whifller, smiled as she thrust a 
bundle of notes into his hand and_ said 
softly, “Good bowling!” 

‘Tim’s eyes widened: “‘Crickey, lady, ye’re 
game, aren’t y’h?”’ Not knowing what to 
say next, she just smiled and said it was 
all right. Next morning, Mr. Whiffler, 
carrying a suitcase, presented himself at 
the bishop’s home, asked for the bishop’s 
wife, and thrust the case into her hand. 

“But-b-but, I don’t understand,” she 
managed to get out. 

“Y’pave me fifty quid yesterday, didn’t 
y’he” 

“Y65.° 

‘An’ you said ‘good bowling’?” 

“Y-y-es.” 

“Well, Good Bowling won at 33-1, and 
yh can return the case when next y’re 
down the village.” 

—O’GRAPS, in ‘World Bowls’ 
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Little Team Future In The 
Go-it-Alone Fellows 


THE IDEA of attempting to “go on your own” is one that should be 
scrubbed from the mind without delay when you are a member of a pair 
or a four. Too often it is noticeable with thirds that they suggest an 
altogether different shot from the one the skipper has already called for. 
A continuation of this practice can only mean eventual relegation from 


the position or the team. 


Unless a player can take orders, when 
he is a unit of the side, there is little 
hope for him. 

Individuals have been sorted out over 
the years as champions in their respec- 
tive spots in a four. This elevation to the 
top of the ladder has been achieved not 
only because of the ability of the player 
to handle the bowls efficiently, but, in 
addition, bing able to understand and 
act without quibble’ to the orders and 
directions of the player in charge of 
the side. 


‘A Lump of Putty” 


An outstanding bowler of some years 
back made a statement that should be 
the motto of everyone in the game. He 
said, ““When I step on to the mat I be- 
come as a lump of putty, to be moulded 
as my skip requires.” 

That man rarely played as a skip, but 
he was among the best in the land as 
a number two or three, simply because 
he had only one thought in his mind 
when preparing to deliver his bowl — to 
effect the shot asked for by his skip. That 
player became a champion in the posi- 
tions. 

The game is really so different in its 
various aspects on the surface, but actu- 
ally the same basic principle underlies 
the playing of singles, pair or fours. 

If a player can subjugate his own per- 
sonality and ideas when occupying a 
position in a four and play every shot 
to the best of his ability, it will help 
him enormously in his other games be- 
cause he cultivates the, art of concentra- 
tion and when on his own will play a 
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similar game except that he will use 
his own judgment regarding shots. 


Most of the good players can fill 
any position in a four with credit to 
themselves and will put up a good 
effort in a singles game. 


It is mainly due to the fact that they 
play the game reasonably well and can 
adapt themselves to circumstances, not 
with regard to the playing surface, but 


By FRED C. ROWLEY 





to conditions met with in fours or singles 
play. Actually it is governed by the tem- 
perament of the individual. The calm, 
unruffled player is certain to go further 
in the game than the fiery, bad-tempered 
one who becomes upset at trifles and the 
run of luck. 

But the fundamentals of the game 
must be thoroughly understood before 
any progress can be made in the game; 
and the main one is the delivery of the 
bowl; the sweet rhythmic get-away, the 
smooth running of the bowl, so that 
corrections can be made in pace and 
draw without altering the whole gamut 
of things. 

Ask yourself a few questions and make 
sure your answers are correct. For in- 
stance, “Is the bowl held correctly?” “Do 
I take the green consistently?” “Is my 
delivery smooth and easy?” 

If the answers are not absolutely satis- 
factory, ask a good player to watch you 
roll a few bowls and criticise every point. 
This method will help to iron out any 
faults that may be in the make-up. 
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Indoor Federation Clarifies 
Points in the Laws 


ALTHOUGH it is late in the season, we publish this series of questions 
and answers on the laws of the indoor game as material for “familiarisa- 
tion” study in the off season. It has been prepared by the New Zealand 
Indoor Bowls Federation incorporating rulings and decisions given by 
the Federation. We suggest that players file this and the second half 
of the questions and answers next month for reference purposes. 


Q.1—The three disagree on a measure. 
Umpire called. Bowl falls over in the 
meantime. Even if the shot is now obvi- 
ous, do the three measure again or does 
the umpire only measure? 

A.—Once an umpire is called, he is in 
complete control and must give a decision. 

Q.2—Is a skip entitled to direct his 

players by standing on the mat even if he 
is behind the jack? Can skip remain on 
the mat while his player’s bow] is actually 
running up the mat? 
A.—There is nothing in the laws to pre- 
vent a skip standing on the mat at his 
own risk of disturbing the head. It would 
be very bad etiquette, however, to adopt 
this practice and should certainly be dis- 
couraged. 

Q.3—Can a skip direct his lead to bowl 
the jack to a certain distance by standing 
at the side of the mat? What happens if 
the jack passes the skip? 

A.—There is nothing in the laws to 
prevent this action and nothing could be 
done should the jack pass him. 

Q.4—Is it in order for a skip to invite 
any of his players up to look at a head 
when it is their turn to bowl? 

A.—He may. He may also go up him- 
self when it is his turn to bowl. At all 
other times, however, players should ob- 
serve Rules 9 (c) and (d). 

Q.5—What happens when a foul bowl 
disturbs the head? If the player has not 
been warned for the offence, we presume 
nothing can be done, but what can be 
done if it is a second offence? 

A.—If a player has not been warned 
previously, nothing can be done regard- 
ing the offending bowl. Should he have 
been warned, however, and the bowl dis- 
turbs the head before it can be stopped 
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by the appropriate person, Rule 26 (b) 
applies. 

Q.6—A bowl must be bowled true to 
bias, Rule 4 (c). It has been noticed that 
a player may bowl a very violently wob- 
bling bowl in order to get it straight up 
the mat. We presume nothing can be 
done unless it is definitely disc over disc. 

A.—Nothing can be done about a wob- 
bling bowl. It must be disc over disc be- 
fore it can be declared a foul bowl. 

Q.7—The deciding game in a final is 
about to be played. If the umpire or con- 
trolling authority call both sides together 
before the game commences and issues a 
warning regarding playing strictly to 
rules, would he be entitled to take any 
necessary action immediately a fault is 
noticed, without further warning? 

A.—No. An individual warning must 
be given for each individual offence be- 
fore a bowl can be declared dead and 
stopped for a second similar offence. 

Q.8—If, after completion of an end, all 
bowls are cleared from the delivery end 
excepting two bowls which are approxi- 
mately six or seven feet from the end of 
the mat, and approximately one foot from 
the side of the mat, can the jack be 
bowled up with the bowls in this position? 

A. No. All bowls must be cleared from 
the square and be behind the front line 
of the square before the jack can be 
bowled. 

Q.9—In the event of a lead in a pairs 
game disturbing the head with the con- 
sent of the opposing lead before the 
skip’s last bowl is played, what is the 
correct procedure? (The skip has lifted 
his last bowl from the mat.) 

A.—No playergcan legally give his 
opponent the right to disturb a_ head, 
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and, as they are both at fault, they should 
probably be told to replace the head by 
agreement. However, should there be dis- 
agreement and an umpire called, he could 
only rule that the bowl or bowls had 
been burned and apply Rule 36 (a) to 
the player who disturbed the head. 


Q.10—If a three plays out of turn with 
the opposing three, should the skips con- 
tinue in the new order, thereby causing 
the winning skip from the previous end 
to again have the advantage of the last 
bowl? Or if reverting to the previous 
order, then one team would play two 
bowls following, which is contrary to 
Rule 7 (€). 

A.—This position is covered by Rule 7 
(k) 2. In this question the original offend- 
ing bowl was not stopped, the end is 
evidently not declared dead, and _ there- 
fore the altered order of the two players 
must be maintained. It is also pointed 
out that the fact that the two _ threes 
played out of turn means that one side 
had already played two consecutive bowls. 


Q.11—If a three should refuse to 
measure, could the shot in dispute be 
awarded to the opposing side? 

A.—If it was his duty to measure and 
he refused, the umpire could award the 
shot to his opponent. 

Q12—Is it allowable for an object to 
be held one inch above the mat, not on 
it, until a bowl has been delivered? 

A.—Any object held on or over the mat 
must be removed prior to the commence- 
ment of delivery of a bowl. (An excep- 
tion could be for a blind or partially 
blind player, but this should be decided 
before the commencement of the game.) 


Q.13—Rule 15 refers to a broken jack. 
Does the same apply to a broken bowl? 
A.—Should the bowl break without 
disturbing the head, a new bowl shall be 
replayed. Should the bowl] break or be 
broken and disturb the head, the bowl 
and the head may be replaced by agree- 
ment, failing which the end shall be re- 
played. 
Q.14—Referring 
separate warnings be 
breach of a rule? 
A.—Yes. Separate warnings must be 
given for breaches of each individual rule. 





Should 
each 


to Rule 26, 
given for 
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Q.15—When is a bow! deemed to have 
been delivered? 

A—When it has left the hand and 
passed completely outside the lines of 
the square. 

Q.16—Can the delivery hand be placed 
on the mat immediately after the bowl 
has been delivered? 


A.—Yes. 

Q.17—When an umpire is called to de- 
cide the result of an end, must he 
measure or can he give his decision on 
sight? 

A.—An umpire must measure, after 


making sure that the player whose duty 
it was to measure has already done so. 

Q.18—What happens should a bowl or 
jack fall over or move through vibration 
but not leave the mat? 

A.—This should be dealt with in the 
same manner as when they do leave the 
mat under Rule 34 (c). Replace by agree- 
ment or end replayed. 

Q.19—When the jack is carried off the 
mat as in Rules 27, 28, 29, and 30, who 
bowls the jack and bowls first in the 
next end? 

A.—The side who receives the penalty 
points is deemed the winner and bowls 
the jack and bowl first in the next end. 

Q.20—When the jack is carried off 
under conditions of Rule 31 (a), (b), and 
(c), who bowls the jack and bowls first 
in the next end? 

A.—Under these rules the 
played. A replayed end is played in 
exactly the same order as _ previously, 
irrespective of who has gained the penalty 
points. 

Q.21—Who bowls the jack and bowls 
first in a deciding end as in Rule 31 (d)? 

A.—Where a deciding end is required 
to be played after a draw, this is con- 
sidered to be a new game and the players 
should toss for the order of play. 

Q.22—Is there a rule governing the 
bowling of the jack? 

A.—It has been ruled by the Federation 
that the jack must be bowled under the 
same conditions as apply to the delivery 
of a bowl. Rule 4 (a) and (b). 

Q.23—What is the position when a 
player does not bowl his correct number 


[OVER 


end is re- 
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of bowls and it is not noticed until after 
the next player in his team has bowled? 

A—The non-played bowl shall be for- 
Feit. 

Q.24—When a bowl during its course 
up the mat touches the floor, but does 
not leave the mat, and continues on its 
way on the mat, should it be declzred 
dead? 

A.—Yes. It should be dealt with under 
Rule 13. 

Q.25—When it is a player’s turn to 
bowl and he is requested by his skip to 
come up and look at the head, can he 
carry his bowl] up with him? 

A—yYes. There is nothing in the laws 
to prevent this. 

(Continued next month) 


Boss: “I want a man who does not 
mind ingratitude, unfair criticism, and 
who can work while others are playing 
about. There’s great scope in my business 
for such a man. Have you those qualifica- 
tions?” 

Brown: “Oh, yes, sir. I was our club’s 
competition secretary for five years.” 





TO AVOID WOBBLE 


‘THE correct grip is one that will allow 
the bowl to roll out of the hand at 
ground level, so that it is turning immed1i- 
ately in the direction of the target. There 
should be no sign of wobble. 

To achieve this, forget the thumb for 
the time being. Ensure that your first 
three fingers are fairly close together be- 
neath the bowl], and in the centre of 
the rings scord around the bowl’s surface. 
If possible, they should be exactly parallel 
so that the bowl] will roll off them as 
though from a set of dead straight rail- 
way lines. Forget what others have told 
you about the position of the thumb, and 
remember it should not be touching the 
bowl at the moment of delivery. It should 
be regarded as a clamp to hold the bowl 
in position before delivery. 

Place your thumb comfortably on the 
right of the centre of the top of the bowl. 
Do not try to force your thumb right on 
top of the bowl, as it will distort your 
hand and cause wobble. 


—NORMAN KING. 
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Pilsener .. . fine lager, clear and 


sparkling... with just the faintest tang of 
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_hops to add pleasure to refreshment. 
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